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Welcome to Talk Up The Town 

Community consultation news

The Homes and Communities Agency (HCA), the national housing and regeneration 
agency, confirmed in March that it had received approval to proceed with an investment 
of £14.75 million, from the National Coalfields Programme, to assist in the regeneration 
of Cinderford.

Work is now underway to prepare a new Cinderford 
Area Action Plan (Northern Quarter) that will guide 
both public and private investment into former coal 
mining sites to the north west of the town.

Community consultation is an essential part of 
preparing the new Plan. We want to find out what local 
people think about our ideas to help guide the next 
stage of design work.  We are launching a five week 
consultation period on Monday 18 May 2009 with a 
series of events over the first three days including the 
two public events listed below.  Following this the 
exhibition materials and a questionnaire will be 
available to the public at the Belle Vue Centre, 
Cinderford until Friday 19 June 2009

This initial consultation work will also introduce the 
masterplanning team to key local organisations and 
interest groups at special invitation-only events and 
help us to build up a network of people who are 
interested in helping to shape the AAP. You can read 
more about the project online and download the 
consultation materials at both of our websites - 
www.fdean.gov.uk and www.cinderfordregeneration.org

In the Autumn of this year we are planning a further six-
week period of statutory public consultation on the 
Preferred Options and Sustainability Appraisal 
documents emerging from the Area Action Planning 
work.  

 

Public consultation

Date Event Location

18 May 09 4.00 - 7.00pm Public Exhibition Steam Mills Primary School

19 May 09 9.30 - 2.00pm Market Stall Consultation Triangle, Cinderford
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Turley Court - building greener homes in Cinderford

The latest development from Two Rivers Housing in partnership with 
Cavendish Park Builders and the Forest of Dean District Council is set to be 
the greenest yet.   Building to Level 4 of the Code for Sustainable Homes, this 
development of 10 apartments will be one of only a handful in the region to be 
built to this standard.

 

Using construction methods which reduce carbon emissions and in the longer term reduce the energy 
bills for future tenants, this landmark scheme has started on site just as news of the National Coalfields 
Programme funding award has hit the area. 

Garry King Chief Executive of Two Rivers Housing added:

"With the recent news of the funding injection awarded to the 
Cinderford area through the National Coalfields Programme still 
reverberating through the local communities we are proud to officially 
'cut the turf' on this development which will bring more affordable 
homes to those most in need.”

The new homes at Turley Court have been sensitively designed to integrate with the surroundings and 
will reduce carbon omission by 44% compared to current Building Regulation standards, and importantly 
substantially reduce the running costs to Two Rivers' customers.  Another bonus for the project, is that all 
construction staff employed by Cavendish Park Builders live within the Forest of Dean, which will ensure 
that this investment has real benefit to the local economy and to local people.

The Gloucestershire Renewable Energy Grants (GREG) programme is a partnership between County and 
District Councils and the Severn Wye Energy Agency (SWEA).  It is designed to help householders to find 
out if domestic renewable energy is a good option for them and decide on the most suitable technology.  
The scheme offers £1,000 grants towards the cost of technology and installation.  Up to 2 different 

 

Can GREG help you cut energy costs?

 

technologies can be grant funded at the same property.  Find out if wind turbines, solar 
panels, geo-thermal heat pumps or wood chip heating systems will work for you.

For an application form and further information on grant terms and conditions, please 
phone the SWEA renewable energy advice line 01452 835087 or download details from 
www.swea.co.uk

Tanya Prosser joins the Regeneration Board

This year the Cinderford Regeneration Board has been delighted to welcome Tanya Prosser, Acting 
Headteacher at Heywood Community School as a new Board Member.  Tanya brings a wealth of local 
experience with her, after working in education in the Forest for some 30   years and at Heywood School 
for 20 years.  Tanya is keen to link her vision for change at Heywood, to the Board's desire to secure 
sustainable regeneration for the town.   

The Board also bids a fond farewell to three long-serving Board Members Tim Perrin, Chief 
Executive at the Forest of Dean District Council and Barry King, Director of Environment at 
Gloucestershire County Council who have both taken early retirement this year.  Following 
an organisational restructure at the South West Regional Development Agency, Chris Foley 
has also stepped down from the Board. 



Try something new for Adult Learners' Week 2009

Adult Learners' Week at Wyedean School
If you have been thinking about taking up a hobby or brushing up on skills, May could be 
the perfect opportunity to try something new!  Adult Learners' Week, the UK's largest and 
longest running festival of learning, engages an average of 50,000 people each year to 
celebrate the benefits of learning for everyone.  

In the Forest a range of free, fun and interesting taster sessions will be taking place at 
Wyedean School from 9 - 13 May and could be an ideal chance for all the family to learn 
together  Whether it is learning how to keep chickens, holiday languages, art or IT there 
is something for everyone.

Create Japanese Art with inks  
Wed 13 May 7-9

Drawing for All
Tues 12 May 10-12
Venue:  Woolaston Memorial Hall, 
Netherend Crescent, Woolaston

eBay for Beginners
Wed 13 May 7-9

Employability Skills  Tips for Success
Tues 12 May 7-9

Family History (Intro)
Sat 9 May 10-12

Holiday Spanish for Fun
Sat 9 May 10-12

Keeping Chickens in your back garden
Tues 12 May 4.30-6.30

Painting with Pastels
Tues 12 May 7-9

Tel: 01291 625822/  625340 / 625346 to 
book your place 

After-school snooker coaching at the YMCA

Cinderford Regeneration Manager, Wendy Jackson has been working with staff and volunteers at the 
YMCA to secure a grant that will fund a new programme of professional snooker coaching at the YMCA.  
A grant of £525 from the County Council's Extended Services Programme will help the YMCA to offer 
free 12-month membership and coaching to new junior members aged from eleven to sixteen years.  

Young snooker fans can attend the YMCA after school and during the school holidays.  For more details 
please contact 01594 823388 or call in at the YMCA after 4 pm.

Cinderford Walks

 

One of the Cinderford Regeneration Board's aims is to have a more active community 
with better facilities.  A new illustrated walking book was published earlier this year to 
support this aim and promote familiar routes within and around the town to people of all 
ages and ability.    

Walkers can stroll through Linear Park, Chestnut Wood, Soudley Ponds, Steam Mills & 
Plump Hill and Littledean Village.  Information about the duration of the walks at a leisurely 
pace and how strenuous each of the routes is to tackle is all included.  The book is another 
great example of partnership working between the Board, Cinderford Town Council, Coleford 
Area Partnership and the former GL14 Community Project.

The booklet costs £2.50 and is available from local Libraries, Cinderford Town Council, Coleford Tourism Information 
Centre, Heywood Leisure Centre and Beechenhurst Lodge.  Anyone interested to find out more about joining one of 
the regular organised walks in the Cinderford area should contact Vanessa Stratford Tel. 0790 1755674 
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Business Training Centre - Dates for your diary 

Forthcoming Courses at the Royal Forest of Dean College Business Training Centre

MAY -  JULY 2009

 

May Date Duration Time

thCIEH Level 2 Food Hygiene 12  1 day 9:30am - 4:30pm

thHealth and Safety 14  1 day 9am - 5pm

th
CIEH Level 3 Food Hygiene 18  3 days 9am - 5pm

th th
Electrical  17  Edition (Update) 20  1 day 9am - 5pm

ndBasic First Aid 22  1 day 9am - 5pm

June

th
First Aid at Work 9  4 days 9am - 5pm

rdPAT 23  1 day 9am - 5pm

July

st
Basic First Aid 1  1 day 9am - 5pm

ndManual Handling 2  1 day 9am - 5pm
rdFire Warden 3  ½ day 9:30am - 1:30pm

th thElectrical  17  Edition (Full Course) 6  3 days 9am - 5pm
thCIEH Level 2 Food Hygiene 13  1 day 9:30am - 4:30pm

Many of the above courses result in a recognised qualification from a major industry 
awarding body such as the Chartered Institute of Environmental Health or City Guilds. 

If you have 6 or more colleagues or staff members who are interested in any of these 
courses then The Business Training Centre can provide a course especially for your 
business and deliver it on a date that suits you at no extra cost. 

Please contact the Business Training Centre on the details below for further information.
Contact Details: Colin Howarth, The Business Training Centre, Tel: 01594 545370  
Email: colin.howarth@rfdc.ac.uk
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